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Module 2: Internet Search Basics 
 

Estimated Classroom Time: 2 hours 

Overview 
This is a two-part module that covers basic aspects of Internet search and prepares students 
for performing more sophisticated searches. In addition to introducing them to search engines 
and their uses, the module covers the “how-tos” of searching websites and simple databases. 
The module assumes the basic ability to use a browser and a basic familiarity with common 
website elements as covered in Module 1, but also builds on this knowledge through exercises 
and discussion. The key to Module 2 is to introduce students to the breadth and depth of 
information that the Internet contains while teaching them the skills that allows them to find 
specific information quickly and effectively.  

Module Outline 
Lesson 
Number Lesson Title Suggested Classroom Length 

2-A Searching with Search Engines 60 minutes 

Class Break 10 minutes 

2-B Searching and Gathering Information from 
Websites and Databases 

50 minutes 

 
Key Objectives 

• NAVIGATION SKILLS: Students will build on the navigation skills they learned in 
Module 1 by learning additional browser and website features. 
 

• SEARCH SKILLS: Students will learn how to use navigation to perform basic searches 
and learn the fundamentals of using search engines, databases, and web-based search 
tools. 
 

• COMMUNICATION SKILLS: Students will learn the basics of how they can transmit 
information and communicate with others on websites. 

 
• EXPLORATION AND APPLICATION: Students will be encouraged to explore and apply 

the skills they have learned to date to a topic of interest. 

 

 
Key Concepts and Vocabulary Terms 
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• Advertisements 
• Browsing (a website or search results) 
• Back/Forward Buttons 
• Copy-and-paste 
• Database 
• Facet 
• Forms 
• Home Button 
• Related Searches 
• Search Box 
• Search Engine 
• Search Results 
• Tabbed Browsing 
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Module 2‐A: Searching with Search Engines 

Instructor Lesson Plan 
 

PRE-CLASS PREPRATION TIPS 
• Print out any handouts or visual aids you plan on using. 

• Make sure that the browsers used on all computers are set to the same homepage, 
preferably Google or another search engine. 
 

• Go through any website examples and searches you plan on using before class to 
make sure that the information you are presenting is current. Prepare various examples 
of Internet searches that you believe students will find interesting and that will advance 
the goals of the class. 
 

• Do a “tech check” of all equipment to be used during class to make sure all devices are 
working properly. 
 

STEP 1: REVIEW, ASK, INTRODUCE, ASK 
Begin the second module of the class by REVIEWING the 12 features of browsers and 
WebPages covered in Module 1. ASK the students if they have any questions about the last 
class or the take-home exercises, address those questions, and then INTRODUCE the main 
goals of Module 2: 

• INTRODUCE the concept of “searching” for information on the Internet. 
 

• INTRODUCE the concept of a search engine and explain why search engines are 
useful. 

• INTRODUCE the concept of searching databases and website, and how these 
searches are different than those done in search engines. 

 
ASK students whether they have experience with searching for information on the Internet, 
what types of information they have searched for, and what they would like to search for. Try to 
address their needs and wants through examples in class.  
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STEP 2:  DEMONSTRATE SIX KEY FEATURES OF THE GOOGLE RESULTS PAGE 
The in-class exercise for this module should focus on developing students’ ability to identify the 
key parts of the Google search results page. (Instructors may choose to use Yahoo or Bing or 
some other search engine if they like.) Using searches that are of interest to the class, 
DEMONSTRATE the following key features while introducing additional browser features: 

1. DEMONSTRATE the black ribbon at the top of the results page that shows the various 
Google services.  Right-click on “images” or “maps” to open up a new tab to show 
tabbed browsing. 
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2. DEMONSTRATE the facets on the left-hand side of the page that are used to narrow 
search results. Click on a facet or several facets of interest to narrow the search, and 
then show students how to use the browser’s back/forward buttons. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

3. DEMONSTRATE the search box at the top of the pageand how to narrow or broaden 
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searches by adding or subtracting search terms. Show students how to use the 
browser’s home button to start a new search.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
4. DEMONSTRATE the advertisement son the search results page and explain that ads 

are the main way that Google and other search companies make a profit. 
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5. DEMONSTRATE the search results and related searches in the middle and bottom of 
the page and explain that this is the “meat” of a Google search.  
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6. DEMONSTRATE how to browse through the search results at the bottom of the page.  
 

 
 

 

STEP 3:  STUDENT DEMONSTRATION OF SIX KEY FEATURES 
Ask each student to DEMONSTRATE the same 6 key features of the Google results page by 
using searches that you have prepared before class or searches that the group as a whole 
agrees on. Make sure that all students are performing the same search so that they can help 
each other and give feedback on the same experience. Do as many of these collective 
searches as time allows.  

 

STEP 4:  PRACTICE 
Ask students to PRACTICE identifying and working with the same 6 key features by doing 
Google searches of interest to them.  
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Module 2‐B: Searching for and Gathering Information from 
Websites and Databases 
Instructor Lesson Plan 

 
STEP 1:  INTRODUCE AND ASK 
Begin the second half of the class by INTRODUCING students to the difference between 
searching Google, and searching individual websites and “closed” databases. Explain that 
Google and other search engines contain publicly available information, but that a lot of 
information is private or else stored in websites or databases that are best searched 
individually.  
Then, ASK students to react to examples that you provide of when it may be easier to use 
search methods other than Google. For instance, ask them whether they think it’s easier to 
purchase something from a department store by visiting that store’s website, or whether it’s 
easier to find it on Google based on what they know about Google 
 

STEP 2:  DEMONSTRATE SIX ADDITIONAL SEARCH SKILLS 
The in-class exercise for this module should focus on developing students’ ability to identify the 
similarities and differences between searching for information in Google on the one hand, and 
websites and databases on the other. Using searches that are of interest to the class, 
DEMONSTRATE the following key skills:  
 

1. DEMONSTRATE how to find a specific topic or object of interest by browsing menus 
within a large site with many sections like eBay http://www.ebay.com/  or Craigslist 
http://providence.craigslist.org/  
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2. DEMONSTRATE that commercial websites like Amazon http://www.amazon.com/ or 

news websites like CNN http://www.cnn.com/ have website search boxes that make it 
easy to find current and/or specific information.  
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3. DEMONSTRATE how web forms are a way of gathering personal information from 
Internet users, and how this information is typically kept private, for both good and not-
so-good purposes.  You may choose to show the RI.gov vehicle registration webform 
https://www.ri.gov/DMV/vrr/identify.php  (or something similar) to demonstrate how a 
governments collection information about individuals. You may also choose to show any 
number of commercial website webforms to show how personal information is gathered 
for commercial use (e-commerce).  
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4. DEMONSTRATE that “closed” databases like the public library catalog 

http://encore.oslri.net/iii/encore/home?lang=eng are only searchable by visiting that 
particular database. Show how searching these databases is very similar to searching 
Google because both are essentially websites, but that the information that databases 
contain is limited to the data contained and maintained in them. (In other words, it’s not 
like searching “everything” on Google.) 
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5. DEMONSTRATE that many websites and databases offer ways to communicate with 
others, using email, social media, or other tools. Emphasize that these tools are usually 
meant to be helpful, but that caution should always be exercised when communicating 
online. You may choose to use the ASKRI ask-a-librarian http://askri.org/ service as an 
example.  
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6. DEMONSTRATE how it is easy and useful to gather and send information you find to 
yourself or others using email or other tools. You may choose to show students how to 
use the add-to-cart feature in the library catalog 
http://encore.oslri.net/iii/encore/home?lang=eng  or in Amazon http://www.amazon.com/  
or show students how to copy-and-paste links (in anticipation of the Module 3 email 
class).  
 

 
 

 

 

 

STEP 3:  STUDENT DEMONSTRATION OF SIX ADDITIONAL SEARCH SKILLS 
Ask each student to DEMONSTRATE the same 6 search skills by using searches that you 
have prepared before class or searches that the group as a whole agrees on. Make sure that 
all students are doing the same search so that they can help each other and give feedback on 
the same experience. Do as many of these collective searches as time allows.  



BBRI Digital Literacy Program  Internet Basics Curriculum and Instructor’s Manual 

35 

 

 
 

STEP 4:  PRACTICE 
Ask students to PRACTICE the same 6 search skills by doing searches and exploring 
websites of interest to them.  
 

STEP 5: REVIEW AND APPLY  
Towards the end of class, ask students to review and apply what they’ve learned by reviewing 
the 12 steps covered in Modules 2A and 2B. You may also choose to invite them to review and 
practice the exercises in the following GCF Learnfree.org lessons at home or wherever they 
have access to a computer: 

• GCF Learnfree.org, Internet 101, Search Engines and Strategies, 
http://www.gcflearnfree.org/internet101/5  

• GCF Learnfree.org, Internet Safety, http://www.gcflearnfree.org/internetsafety  

• GCF Learnfree.org, Beyond Email, All About Communicating Online, 
http://www.gcflearnfree.org/beyondemail/1  

 

 


